Wien THe Sod cf MAN Comes ist th GloRy, EscoRTED iy AU THE 
apageas” The’. le ht Takes ho Seqr es My THRede. 06 Glogs. ALt 
Tie NaTiong WitL BE 4s5emMBIEd Berore Him Anh HE WiLL $eParare THe 
PeePLt one FROM aANoTHem As THe SHEPHERD SEPARATES SHECP FROAN 


goars. He wilt Place Te shee? ON My RIGHT HAND ANID THE 
Gears on Hy leer. Then THe King Wilt $Ay. To Tdoge oN 
HS RIGHT HANS, “Come, You wWilom My FaTdee Hay BLESSED. 
Taxe FoR youR Heritage THe Kinahom PREPARED FOR You 
FROM Tie Foundalion of THe wie WorRLD. For 1 Was Howgey 
AND You Gave Me Food, | was THIRSTY AND You Gave 


ME HRs, | was 4 STeargee Ay You Mane ME WEL- 
Come, N4ked Ants you ee halle CroTHes ME, SicK AND 
You WiiTed ME, WJ PRiISeN and You 

Came To $6é ME. Tie VitTuevs WILL 


Say To HIM 1A) wie he AR mePly, “~Loxd, 
Wile Dib WE See You HuNgey and 


Feed You, oR Tasty AND “We You BRaik? 
Wes BD We See You A STRANGER AND Wel: 
Come You, Naked And eo CleTHe You; §$cK o8 
ins ORGow) AND GoTo See You?” Aur THe King Wie 
ANSWER, | TELL You Solemnly, IN fo FAR 4S You dey Thy To 
owe of THE LeasT oF My %oPlc, inn You Diy T To Me. THey HE 
WILL SAY To THose on Hig Lert vet pis “Go away FRom Mé, Witt 
YouR CvR4e uPen You, To THE ETERNAL FIRE PREPAREH FOR 
Tde DewlL ANd Wy Aniqels. FoR! WAS Mart? WcRy AND YOU NEVER Gave ME 
Food, | WAS THIRSTY AND You Never Gave ME AnyTHING TT SRwK, | 
W454 A STRANGER AND You NEVER MADE ME WELCOME, NAKED AND 
You NéeveR CisTHWed ME, Side AND IN PRIowI ANd You NEVER 
CAME TO VISIT ME- THen '1T Wilt BE THER TYRN To ASK, 
“lLeed, WHEN DD We see You HUNGRY oR THIRSTY, A STRANGER 
©2@ NAKED, Sick of 'N PRISE, ANS Did NOT Come Te Your HeL_e?" 
Tdes THe KincqG WiLL An§Swen THem, “I TetL You SOLEMNLY, 
IN fo FaR As You NéaqlecTeDP Te be WT To One oF THESE , THE 
leasT oF My PéeoPLe, You NeqlecTéd Te bo 'T To Me.” AND 
THéy WILL Go AWAY TO ETERNAL PunnsHMerT, and THe VigTvous 
WILL Gye To ETERNAL Life. 
(MAT 25: 31-44) 


Delavan night 


One of the longest strikes in 
Des Moines' history is being 
carried on by the workers from 
the Delavan plant in West 
Des Moines, A Night of Solidarity 
with the Delavan Strikers will be 
held at 7 p.m. Monday, December 
19 at the U.A.W. Local 450 Hall, 
4589 6th Avenue, The rally will 
include a benefit showing of the 
Academy Award winning filn, | 
Harlan County, USA, This film, 
directed and produced by Barbara 
Kopple, documents the 1973 strike 
carried on by the miners at the 
Brookside works in eastern 
Kentucky. The showing will be 
preceded by a brief explanation 
of the Delavan workers 'strike. 

- The Delavan workers are repre- 

sented by U.A.W. Local 552. Union 
representation, seniority rights, 
and working conditions are major 

issues in the six month strike. 

A donation of $1.50 is suggested, 
more if you can, less if you can't. 
Child care will be provided, The 
event is sponsored by the Des Moines 
Labor Coalition, a group formed to 
provide support to the striking 
Delavan workers and by FOCUS 
newspaper. Solidarity statements 
may be sent to Des Moines Labor 
Coalition, P.O. Box 1902, 

Des Moines, IA 50306. 
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Discussions 


Part of the Catholic Worker 
tradition is the round table 
discussion where people join 
together to verbalize and clarify 
thoughts. The liturgy is celebrated 
every Friday night at the house 
(713 Indiana, one block north of 
University) at 8 p.m., followed 
by a discussion ‘ 

Dec. 16: The Israeli-Palestinian 
Dispute; Carol Stutzman, 

Dec, 23: The Catholic Worker 
Movement; staff. 

Dec. 30: The Feast of the Holy 
Innocents and Us; Frank Cordaro 
and Joe Da Via. 

Jan. 6: Man as a Psychological 


Dinosaur; Sascha, 

Jan. 13: Ministry of the Printed 
Word; Msgr. John McIlhon. 

Jan. 20: Women in the Priesthood; 
Rev. Suzanne Peterson, 


Jan, 27: Priests for Equality; 


Fr, Anthony Palmer. 

Feb, 3: The Catholic Worker 
Movement and the Church; 
Bishop Dingman and staff. 
Feb, 10: to be scheduled 


Feb, 17: Evangelization and 


Campus Ministry in the Mid West; 
Tom Cordaro, 


via pacis is published by the 
Des Moines Catholic Worker 
Community, P.O, Box 4551, 

Des Moines, IA 50306. 

Tel. (515) 243-0765. Community: 
Frank Cordaro, Joe Da Via, 


Subscriptions are free upon 
request, 


A Seperate Piece 


by Ed Polich 

Many people I have met look at 
their goal in life as finding their 
peace, or finding Christ's peace, 
Upon moving into the Worker a 
year ago, I thought too that I 
would finally find my peace, But 
I didn't, I didn't because I 
didn't know what the word meant. 
Just recently I caught on to a 
meaning of what Christ's peace is 
all about. 

Anyone who has lived in a Catholic 
Worker House knows that it is far 
from a quiet, harmonious environ- 
ment. I often think silence will 
never come until I leave somewhere 
to be alone, For me to demand 
peace in the house would be ter- 
ribly unchristian on my part. God 
wants me to have less so others 
may have more, be it money, space, 
energy, be it a quiet surrounding. 
So although the average definition 
of peace isn't all too visible, 
it can easily be found if we re- 
member why we are where we are, 

I see myself not so much as finding 
Christ's peace but finding His 
piece. A piece, a seperate article 
He himself gave to me as a gift. 
And in all things God is very much 
present within that gift. But as 

we attempt to pay Him back, we 
become full of theories, we grow 
confused, upset with this and that 
and realize that we are humanly 
unequal to the Supreme Being. It 

is then when we must let Him 
"master us." We must let him talk 
to us throughout our days and see 
his face and hear his voice through 


December, 1977 


quer 


aire 


h) 


wy) 


— 
aN 


\\ 


a, 
=: 


aK 


1) Re 


— 
" “i 
i) 


Catherine Dolan 


our own pains and weariness. When 
our bodies and minds grow weak, 
we must see his face, full of blood 
from the thorns on his head, If 
we realize that any hardships we 
experience are done in his name, 
our lives will become gifts, 
rather than sacrifices, When we 
hear his voice in our minds, our 
own thoughts leave us. We are 
taken over by a unique presence, 
A peaceful presence, Christ's 
piece, 

Can we keep this voice within 
us through the day? Can we remem- 
ber to let him teach us? How many 
times at mass do we say to our 
neighbor "the peace of the Lord 
be with you?" May we make this 
more than a handshake, may we 
make it a prayer, 

And may we realize that whenever 
we find our piece God has given 
us, His voice is present, if we 
listen to His, instead of our 
own. That voice will carry us 
through the worst to come, We 
pray. 


Hospitality 


Emmanuel--God with us--came a 
bit earlier for Malcolm and Drury 
MacKenzie than did Christmas. 

Leith Gordon MacKenzie was born 
Wednesday, December 7. Watching 
Malcolm and Drury's love grow (in 
several ways) in their one year 

of marriage has been a life bearing 
force to all of us. Shalom, and 
welcome to our world, Leith Gordon. 


The community continues to i. i 
change (Actually, the changes i 
are becoming rather standard, { mW! 
like a drama, except that | . 
different people are taking stan- 
dard roles), I have taken a brief 
respite from living in the houses 
of hospitality, but plan to move 
within three blocks of the houses 
come January. Mike Smith has also 
left the hospitality crew to start 
a soup kitchen in the downtown 
area, Jacquee is in Pennsylvania 
for a retreat of sorts, and plans 
on returning later this winter 
to do full time hospitality. 

Tony Caldiero's visit with us 
was short, but very helpful. Since 
leaving Casa Maria in Milwaukee 
this summer, he has visited many 
of the mid west houses to offer 
help with auto mechanics and 
household refurbishing, Edson 
Howarth recently joined the staff 
as mission work for his seminary 
training with the Crosiers, I 
personally believe a great part 
of his mission is in being a 


fresh spirit on the staff, 
renewing us. And Charlotte, a 
long time resident of our 
community, has left our quarter- 
acre for greener pastures, and 
other friends. She is missed 
greatly for the friendship and 
comfort she gave to the new 
guests and staff. 

Several milestones have passed 
us with no mention in via pacis. 
We celebrated our first anniversary 
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as a community August 23, On the 
anniversary of the executions of 
Sacco and Vanzetti, (quite acci- 
dentally), Cordaro and Da Via 

came together at 713 Indiana 

to start the Catholic Worker 
House, (As Frank was in the 
detention facility in Alexandria, 
Virginia this August 23rd, an 
exchange of letters noted the 
occasion,) When we stopped counting 
the number of guests that passed 
through our house last June, about 
150 people had spent some time 
with us, At least that many have 
come and gone since, 

Our November issue of this 
paper was our first anniversary 
issue. Our circulation started 
at 200, and now numbers 700, 
with most of the copies going 
to people in the Des Moines area 
and other spots in Iowa, 

Since most of our articles have 
a profound thought or two, here's 
mine. I really have a hard time 
understanding philosophies, but I 
do realize that the only real 
systemic change that we can make 
as a people is to take control 
over our own lives at a personal 
level, One way of doing this is 
by saying NO to a welfare system 
that makes care for the needy a 
professional affair. Another is 
by saying NO to people in positions 
of power, and uniting to form labor 
unions and neighborhood organizations 
to put power closer to the people 
it affects, 

If these statements are true, it 
follows that any changes affected 
by these means are done by local 
heroes. What happens in New York 
or Washington D.C, is far removed 
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from Des Moines in many ways. The 
day for mass demonstrations in 
Washington D.C. with no local 
actions is over, We must continue 
to act in our own communities and 
creatively channel our frustrations 
at the local agents. of the beast, 

I mention this in relation to 
the anniversaries we have tallied. 
In the year we have been around, 
the fertile Iowa soil has sprouted 
much more than our quarter-acre 
Tivoli West. The Mobilization for 
Survival, the Lowa Peace Network, 
and the nine Catholic Worker 
houses between the Mississippi 
and Missouri rivers are all signs 
that this personal revolution, 
this great YES to personal 
responsibility for ourselves and 
our fellow humans both here and 
abroad is alive, This quiet 
revolution has many local heroes, 
May this change in ourselves be a 
change to the shalom, the peace 
of Christ. 

--Joe Da Via 


"From use of people and love of 
material to love of people and 
use of material. If we get these 
two turned around everything will 
take care of itself," 

--Mother Cordaro 
"All our inventions and progress 
seem to result in endowing material 
things with intellectual life and 
stultifying human life into a 
material force," 

--Karl Marx 
Authors of the above quotes are 
both unfamiliar with each other's 
writings. 


In the early morning of December 7, we were blessed 
with the birth of our first child, a healthy son, 
Leith Gordon. He is a gentle little man, who 
gladdens our hearts, and gives us to learn our 

life anew, In thankful joy of him, we offer a 
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from spiralling ecstatically this 


proud nowhere of earth's most prodigious night 
blossoms a newborn babe:around him,eyes 

--gifted with every keener appetite 

than mere unmiracle can quite appease-- 

humbly in their imagined bodies kneel 

(over time space doom dream while floats the whole 


perhapsless mystery of paradise) 

mind without soul may blast some universe 

to might have been,and stop ten thousand stars 
but not one heartbeat of this childs;nor shall 
even prevail a million questionings 

against the silence of his mother's smile 


--whose secret all creation sings 
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A Cynical Generation 


EDITORS NOTE: The first letter 
printed here is a reaction to 
a visit Frank made to a small 
Iowa college to speak cbout the 
Catholic Worker and about his 
experience with civil dis- 
obedience this past summer. 
Following it is Frank's 
response. 

Waverly, Iowa 


Dear Frank, 

Sorry to take so long to write 
to you, but I'm sure you understand 
the phenomenon of being without 
time...I want to thank you for 
taking time to come to Wartburg 
and speak so often and so well. 
There is no way to measure effec- 
tiveness, but I know that you 
touched the consciences of many 
students and faculty, and re- 
awakened an issue that has been a 
dead one here for some time... 

I want to talk about my own 
response to your witness and give 
you the feedback I know you want. 
I have read about ten papers 
written in response to you, With 
one exception, the responses of 
the students were similar, They 
like what you are doing at the 
Catholic Worker House, but they 
deplore: a) your language, and 
b)the Pentagon action, I'll give 
you my own analysis of this-- 
mixed with my own response, 

The language thing may seem 
silly to you, At the time it 
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would have seemed silly to me 

but after moving. into a charis- 
matic group, my perennial bad 
mouth seemed miraculously cleansed, 
We Catholics have never been 
terribly afraid of words, and there 
is a certain healthiness in this 

I suppose because we don't asso- 
ciate morality with not drinking, 
not smoking, not, not, not etc, 
Protestants seem to do this, and 
when they heard you they responded 
characteristically...Your image, 
in short, confused them to no 

end, which is probably a good 
thing overall, They need to have 
their pietistic verbalism broken 
up into the concrete group of the 
gospel, But once they added 
"Catholic" to the language at the 
Pentagon, most of them went into 
overload to negate your witness, 
i.e., it provided them with a way 
out of hearing what you had to say, 


This generalization is, by and 
large, I find, a cynical, callous, 
jaded, and disabused one, They 
simply don't believe in the pos- 
sibility of virtue. They see egoism 
lurking everywhere, con-jobs in 
every poem, false motive in every 
author. Delight is foreign to them, 
joy disbelieved. Despite the fact 
that these are pretty provincial 
kids, they have had TV, movies, 
and the general poisoning of the 
atmosphere since they were babies, 
They don't believe in love, marriage, 
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religion, hope--despite their 
protestations to the contrary and 
nice set speeches learned in Sunday 
school, 

For these reasons, I givé you my 
honest response to your Pentagon 
action, I don't agree with it: 

a) tactically and b) absolutely. 
Tactically: in each paper mentioned, 
the student could write off your 
Christianity and the Catholic 
Worker movement on the basis of the 
Pentagon action which they saw as 
egoistic (I quote), and as violent 
as the thing you oppose. I am 
leaving aside the fact that many 
would simply disagree with you-- 
they want National Defense, etc. 
But that is something they may 

come to see differently through 
education (I hope)--but Frank 
Cordaro the protester they 

couldn't buy. They admired you, 

but deplored this approach, even 
though they saw what you were 
trying to do with the exorcism,etc. 

Frankly, I have to agree with 
them. My latter years in the peace 
movement, in retrospect, seem full 
of a lot of smart... intellectuals 
and pseudo-intellectuals having 
fun trying to shock and outrage 
the public by trampling on their 
sensibilities. I.took' every step 
I could to...modify this, but it 
got away from me. Such tactics do 
not make the point, except to you. 
They are really an act of violence 
against things one hates, and 
therefore, they can teach nothing 
but hate and violence, I think of 
them as the actions of spoiled 
children smashing the dish that 
mommy loves to make a point, Let's 
face it, much of the ‘sixties was 
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the playground of spoiled kids of 
the middle class who had got it 
into their heads that restrictions 
are evil by nature. Now that these 
same people are, many of them, the 
intellectual establishment, they 
still see the same way, muddling 
and befuddling the thinking of the 
country--on abortion, on homosexu- 
ality, on education, on sexual 
liberation, etc., etc, It is an 
invalid and poorly based romanti- 
cism that eats away at all morality 
because it eats away at all simple 
decency. Does that sound Puritan? 
So they have ordained it. Using 
the argument of free vs. Puritan, 
they make their playpen of dispair. 
Having spent five years ('67-73) 
in that playpen, I see this 
clearly for myself. 

The Church is not at all free 
of this struggle between those 
who want to play in the playpen 
and those who want to turn the 
playpen into a jail, Each breeds 
the other, To enter that struggle 
is to be defined. I do not want 
to create jails or breed Fascism. 
I do not know anymore whether I 
can consider myself a pacifist 
as I once did, I know that I can 
consider myself a Fransiscan, 
hoping and praying that I will 
not give into violence on every 
level, For me, joining your 
symbolic actions would be joining 
one half of a violent play, 
putting myself in a self-righ-- 
teous war against the enemy. I 
have found that that way corrupts 
the soul as much as the jingoist/ 
fascist way. Dramatizing the 
violence within oneself by a 
ritual action is a way of baptizing 
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and confirming it so that your 
language becomes the radical 
language of the 'sixties--increas- 
ingly and inevitably a violent 
language, I could see this in you, 
Frank, because I havé known it in 
myself, I love you enough to try 
to tell you, It is not just that 
encounter words vs, descriptive 
words, It is, rather, that real 
languages vs. false ones of all 
kinds, In the theological realm 
too--I gave you that book (The 
Human Adventure by William 
McNamara) because I wanted you to 


share its vision of the wrong 
rhetorics of rebellion, easy self- 
indulgence masked as freedom vs. 
the old truths of the Gospel. What 
we all lack today is humility and 
obedience, I, myself, most of all. 
Nuns demanding priesthood, priests 


‘demanding marriage (I put aside 


the issues themselves), and homo- 
sexuals demanding theological 
revision...all bespeak one thing: 
a refusal of the way of the Gospel, 
the inner task, the way of Francis 
and Jesus. Somewhere we have missed 
the point. The perennial response 
of the holy to the smug decadence 


of the bourgeois and the demanding 


violence of the government has been 
poverty, prayer, sacrifice, humility, 
giving, joy and worship. Nothing 
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will change that. It is an absolute 
imperative. 

If this sounds like a rebuke, it 
is not one, and I pray that you will 
take it in the spirit in which it 
is written--my response to your 
statement of self. I admire you and 
I learn from you. You are quite 
evidently a man who speaks from 
within and who indulges himself 
very little in false rhetorics. 

You are honest and reflective, 
So please hear me in my truth as 
I have heard you. 

The CW way is the way of witness 
in its simplicity and humility, and 
it is this Franciscan theme that 
we need to utter against the 
rhetorics of left and right. To 
enter either is to play the game 
of both, The "haves" are indeed 
uniting against the "have-nots," 
that is the central fact of today. 
One can only join the "have-nots" 
in the spirit of Jesus as a response. 
Stridency will not answer, and 
using the false rhetorics of 
Liberation will not answer, The 
charismatics may be wrong in their 
endorsing of material prosperity 
and their closed-mindedness, but 
many are essentially correct and 
merely need the Mother Teresa and 
Frank Cordaro approach to lead 
them in the right way. 

Sermon over. No collection. 
Dianne and I enjoyed having you 
here, We're still trying to get 
a Catholic student group going, 
and still hoping to move to a 
larger house which we will dedi- 
Gate to St. Prancis..: 


In Christ's love, 
Ken Craven, 


Ken, 

I want to say "Amen'to all the 
possible dangers that you expressed 
in your letter about my action in 
D.C, this summer, They are all 
very real and need to be looked 
at honestly and prayerfully. 
Although these dangers may be 
possible, they should not be the 
sole criteria as to whether or not 
an act should be done, There must 
be higher criteria--pointing to the 


truth is one. As you have indicated, 


responding to the Holy takes many 
forms; "poverty, prayer, sacrifice, 
humility, giving, joy, worship," 
And ultimately I agree with you 
that "one can only join the 'have- 
nots'in the spirit of Jesus as 

a response," 

However, one is also obliged to 
be a bearer of Good News, a pointer 
to truth, Truth is truth regardless 
of human motivation. It has a sort 
of ex opere operato effect regard- 
less of who is its bearer, The one 
who points to truth has no control 
over the truth--the truth itself 
does its own work. Just as the 
Church is not the Kingdom, so too, 
the one who speaks (or acts) the 
truth is not Truth itself but 
merely a pointer to it, 

I truly believe that my act in 
D.C, this summer was a truth- 
pointing act. I do not claim pure 
motives, If pure motives were 
needed to act, who among us could 
act? However mixed my motives, my 
act points to the truth that the 
Pentagon is a very violent place, 
and that we are reaping and shall 
continue to reap the fruit of 
that violence, This truth is shown 
not by the power of my action but 
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by the power of the truth itself, 
On the other hand, there is an 
inner aspect to this truth pointing 
act. It points to the violent and 
killing truth that is within my 
own heart. Dan Berrigan says that 
nuclear weapons had to be in the 
heart of each on of us before they 
could be produced by the Pentagon, 
I need to point to this truth 
within myself just as I was drawn 
to point to the truth of the Penta- 
gon outside myself. The act of 
going to the Pentagon and spilling 
blood on its pillars enabled me to 
reach the Pentagon that is within 
me, You are not far off when you 
Say that, tactically speaking, I 
did not make a point with anyone 
but myself, In one sense that act 
was for no one except me. I claim 
it as a personal act. I feel no 
obligation to be a tactician for 
truth, Truth will take care of it- 
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Mary Whelan 


self. However, I do feel an obli- 
gation to respond to the Holy as 
best I can, Part of my response 
is pointing to the truth I see-- 
that truth which is both an 
interior and an exterior reality. 

Those who point to truth must a 
always remember that they are 
simply pointers--they are not 
truth itself, I claim no righ- 
teousness for myself. Insofar as 
my act was a truth revealing act, 
it was completely dependent on 
truth to do its own biding. That 
is why non-violence is a must-- 
and in our world spilling blood on 
stone rather than dropping bombs 
on people is non-violent! To 
turn to violence would be a sure 
sign of lack of faith in the very 
truth I hope to reveal, 


Unlike the actions of the ‘sixties, 


my act was not a political act 
primarily, but a spiritual act with 
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meaning for myself and others who 
share this faith, The truth re- 
vealed is within the Pentagon and 
within me, But in both realms the 
truth itself is its own sanctifier, 
A faithless person has reason to 
dispair at the truth of the 
Pentagon, Most people of our day 
chose not to see this truth, but 
hide from it or pretend it is not 
there, 

It is only my faith in Jesus 
that allows me to point to the 
deepest violence within me which 
is symbolized by the Pentagon. 
As a believer, I know by faith that 
I can be saved, not by hiding from 
the Pentagons within me and out- 
side of me, but by being faithful 
to the man Jesus, Therefore I 
disagree with your saying that 
by dramatizing the violence with- 
in me I "baptize and confirm"it. 
I admit that that is a possibility. 
However, there is another and 
greater possibility--the faith 
possibility. When, in faith, I 
dramatize the violence within me, 
I also claim it in truth and 
submit it to the transforming, 
redeeming power of Jesus. 

It is at this point that the way 
of the C,W, allows me to respond 
to the Holy, to Jesus, in "poverty, 
prayer, sacrifice, humility, giving, 
joy and worship," and hopefully 
the continual courage to be a truth- 
pointer. I fail often in my response 
to the Holy, However, it is not the 
experience of success which sustains 
but my solid and certain faith in 
Jesus. 


& . 
Frank 
11 
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Go-Givers vs. Go-Getters 


A personalist 
is a go-giver not a go-getter 

He tries to give what he has 
and does not try to get 
what the other fellow has. 

He tries to be good 
by doing good to the other fellow. 

He is altro-centered 
not self centered. 

He has a social doctrine 
of the common good 
through words and deeds. 

He speaks through deeds 
as well as words, 
for he knows that deeds 
speak louder than words. 

Through words and deeds 
he brings into existence 
a common unity, 
the common unity 
of a community. 

--Peter Maurin 


